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Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers proposes $8 million package
to aide Wisconsin farmers
 Money would fund new state posi�ons and grants to help educate and diversify

This week Governor Tony Evers pitched a three-part
plan to address challenges faces by the farmers.

In his 2020 State of the State address delivered
Wednesday evening, Evers announced he is calling a
special session of the state legislature to focus on the
agriculture industry and rural communities. The
package of proposals includes $1 million for the
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer
Protection (DATCP) to create the Wisconsin Initiative
for Dairy Exports to increase milk production in the
state.

“We have to start maximizing efficiency in our small and middle-sized farms, and we need to build
Wisconsin's dairy brand in international markets and increase dairy exports,” Evers said. “So, we’re going
to set a goal of increasing Wisconsin’s dairy exports to 20 percent of the United States’ milk supply by
2024.”

Another proposal released Thursday, includes a $1.2 million increase for dairy processor grants over two
years. These grants are intended to grow the industry through research and planning, giving preference
to small processing plants. 

The “Small Farm Diversity Program” would offer grants of up to $50,000 to fund the addition of a new
agriculture product or pay down equipment debt for small existing farms, or to fund start-up costs for a
new farm. Evers’ bill appropriates $1 million over the biennium to fund the grants.

Another bill calls for additional positions at the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer
Protection (DATCP) to help farmers identify diversification strategies and transition their operations, and
requires DATCP to provide grants to farmers so they can hire consultants to review their business plans,
at a cost of $420,000 per year.

Evers also wants to add 20 county-based positions at UW-Madison Extension. According to the bill, “The
positions are for local experts in agriculture who provide free research and technical assistance to
Wisconsin farmers on agricultural practices and business management and planning, at a cost of $2.5
million by year two. 

Evers proposes bolstering the Farm-to-School program by $200,000 each year giving preference to
school districts that have a high percentage of low income students.



Another bill adds a Farm-to-Fork program that will help connect our farmers and the food they produce
with universities, technical colleges, hospitals, and local businesses across our state. This bill also directs
DATCP to add positions and provide grants to promote organic farming and products that are the source
of farm-based or ranch-based renewable energy. The cost for these positions and grant funds totals
$1.25 million this year.

Evers plan includes a proposal to create a mental health program to assist farmers in accessing mental
health support, beyond what is already offered by the Farm Center, by adding six positions to DATCP to
serve as regional agents at a cost of $441,000 in 2020-21.

Evers also announced he will work with the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to establish
the Office of Rural Prosperity. The office is intended to offer assistance in navigating state programs and
resources for to rural communities.

Finally, Evers said he will “make good on my campaign promise” to create a blue-ribbon commission to
help promote agriculture and rural economic prosperity. The Blue Ribbon Commission on Rural
Prosperity will be made up of people from various industries from across our state that will develop long-
term strategies on how to best support the needs of rural Wisconsinites and rural communities.

Evers’ Executive Order calls for a Special Session to begin Tuesday, January 28 at 1 p.m., but Speaker
Robin Vos said the bill will be referred to committee for consideration.

“Assembly Republicans have a long track record of responding to the needs of our rural communities,
which includes creating the Dairy Innovation Hub, fighting for local road funding, assisting our rural
schools, allowing farmers to diversify crops and advancing many other farmer-driven initiatives,” Vos said,
“It’s important that we continue to listen to Wisconsinites who live in our rural communities before moving
forward on anything.”

For more on the Governor’s proposal to help Wisconsin farmers, click here.

Wisconsin’s rural voters: Record relevance, engagement
expected for 2020
Election Day is still more than nine months away, but
analysts are already stressing the critical role
Wisconsin will play in the presidential election. As one
put it, “Wisconsin will be ground zero for 2020.” And
again, rural Wisconsin will be key.

Analysts are predicting record engagement, and
record turnout for 2020, a sentiment echoed by recent
polling of cooperative members. According to
Frederick Polls, in a late 2019 survey, an impressive
96 percent of co-op members said they intend to vote
in the 2020 election. Fifty-five percent said they have
contacted an elected official, up from 40 percent in
2018. Year to year, there was also a 14 point increase in the number who said they contributed to the
campaign of a candidate.

While rural voters came out strong for President Trump in 2016, the same level of support may not be
enough. You may remember that 1.4 million Wisconsin voters turned out for Trump in 2016, which topped
Hillary Clinton by about 23,000 votes, earning Trump Wisconsin’s 10 electoral votes, and the election.

However, overall turnout was down in 2016, compared to 2012. In fact, more people in Wisconsin voted
for Romney/Ryan in 2012 (1,407,966) than voted for Trump/Pence in 2016 (1,405,284). This as
Obama/Biden earned 1,620,985 votes in 2012, compared to Clinton/Kaine’s tally of 1,382,536 in 2016.

Election analyst Joe Handrick points out that if 2020 turnout returns to 2012 levels, Trump will need
1,515,000 votes to win. That's an increase of 8 percent, or 110,000 more votes than he received in 2016.

“Rural voters came out strong for Trump in 2016, but the GOP cannot count on rural areas to make up
the difference, since many rural areas are close to being nearly ‘maxed out’.” Handrick said. Trump will
need to secure support in rural areas AND increase his support in Milwaukee and the ‘WOW’ counties of
Waukesha, Ozaukee and Washington, where a significant number of voters cast ballots in favor of
Senator Ron Johnson, but simply left the presidential ballot blank.
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First, though, Trump would need to hold onto rural Wisconsin, and build on that support, where
possible. Trump made a stop in Milwaukee last week, and Vice President Mike Pence is expected in
Madison for a school choice event next week.

Democratic and Independent candidates, meanwhile, were recently asked how they would incorporate
cooperatives into their policy proposals.

Of those who responded, here’s what they had to say:

SEN. AMY KLOBUCHAR (D-MN): “Affordable, sustainable energy: Launch a grant program to help rural
cooperatives develop energy storage and microgrid projects for renewable energy for generation,
transmission and storage. Energy costs can be a significant burden on farms, small businesses and
households in rural communities. Sen. Klobuchar has long worked to see that the Rural Energy for
America Program (REAP) has the resources needed to provide grants to farms and rural businesses to
install energy efficient technologies, and she will continue to push for additional resources.”

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS (I-VT): “Incentivize rural cooperative business models and utilities, such as
rural electric cooperatives, food co-ops, and credit unions… What we know is that when employees have
an ownership stake in their company they will be more productive and they will earn a better living.”

“Establish a last-mile fund through the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)’s Rural Utility Service to
provide capital funding for broadband in remote rural households and businesses, prioritizing funding for
existing co-ops and small rural utilities.”

“Establish a U.S. Employee Ownership Bank to provide low-interest loans, loan guarantees, and
technical assistance to workers who want to purchase their own businesses through the establishment of
Employee Stock Ownership Plans (ESOPs) or Eligible Worker-Owned Cooperatives.”

“Guarantee a right of first refusal to give workers the right to buy a company when it goes up for sale or is
closing, to form a worker cooperative or ESOP.”

“Create Worker Ownership Centers in every state and regional center in the country to educate retiring
business owners and workers about the benefits of employee ownership.”

TOM STEYER: “Information Networks: Protect the rights of local governments and not-for-profit
organizations, including cooperatives, to build their own networks. Mobilize $135 billion in Rural Utilities
Service grants and loans alongside private investment for broadband, fiber and next generation
networks.”

SEN. ELIZABETH WARREN (D-MA): “I’ll work with community organizations that have a history of
working with Black farmers, like co-ops, to conduct outreach and training so Black and Brown farmers get
timely information on the programs and opportunities available to them.”

“Create an Office of Broadband Access in the Department of Economic Development that will manage a
new $85 billion federal grant program to expand broadband. Only electricity and telephone cooperatives,
non-profit organizations, tribes, cities, counties, and other state subdivisions will be eligible for grants
from this fund—and all grants will be used to build the fiber infrastructure necessary to bring high-speed
broadband to unserved areas, underserved areas, or areas with minimal competition.”

Remaining candidates, including Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO), Vice President Joe Biden, former
Mayor Michael Bloomberg (D-NY), former South Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg, former Rep. John
Delaney (D-MD), Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI), former Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA), Andrew Yang, and
President Donald Trump did not submit specific priorities relating to cooperatives.

*WECA is not endorsing any candidate of either party, but we will work to provide information so all
members can make educated decisions about which candidates will best serve electric cooperative
communities through their priorities and public policy goals.

Dairyland announces plans to retire retire coal-fired Genoa
station #3 in 2021

Dairyland Power announced this week that Sustainable
Generation Plan includes the retirement of the 50 year old coal-
fired Genoa Station #3 (G-3), located in Genoa, WI, in mid to late
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2021. The closure of the power plant will impact about 80
employees. Dairyland will offer employment resources to
impacted employees, including a special retirement program for
those eligible.

“This decision aligns with our Sustainable Generation Plan and
its focus on the continued addition of renewable resources,” said
Barb Nick, Dairyland President and CEO. “The recently

announced approval by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin for the Nemadji Trail Energy Center
in Superior gives us the added confidence to take this next step to further diversify Dairyland’s resource
mix and reduce our carbon intensity.”

The 345 megawatt G-3 power plant has reliably powered the region for more than five decades. The
supercritical facility, which was brought online in June 1969, was designed to be highly efficient and uses
low sulfur coal delivered by barge.

Nick says Dairyland will continue to have a significant presence in Genoa, including long-term
commitments to the transmission facilities, the Independent Spent Fuel Storage Facility and the boat
landing.

EPA rolls back rules related to rivers, streams, and wetlands
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator
Andrew Wheeler announced today the Trump Administration is
scaling back Obama-era rules relating to which waterways are
protected under the Clean Water Act. The move is a victory for
farmers, developers and businesses who fought the stricter
regulations.

The change put in place five years ago broadened the definition
of "waters of the United States" and declared that tributaries and
other small waters are subject to federal jurisdiction and pollution
control laws. Opponents called it a massive federal overreach
and within weeks, 27 states, including Wisconsin, sued to block it.

“The EPA’s proposed expansion would bring many roadside ditches, small ponds on family farms, water
features on golf courses, and storm water systems under extremely burdensome federal regulation,”
South Carolina Attorney General Alan Wilson said at the time.

Environmentalists argue the rollback "ignores science and the law and strips our waters of basic
protections under the Clean Water Act."

President Trump hinted about the change at a speech on Sunday at the American Farm Bureau
Federation's annual gathering in Austin, Texas, saying the 2015 Obama rule is "one of the most ridiculous
regulations of all."

"That was a rule that basically took your property away from you," he said. "As long as I'm president,
government will never micromanage America's farmers."

Youth-led climate change lawsuit dismissed
A federal appeals court has tossed out a climate change
lawsuit filed on behalf of a group of children and teens. By a
vote of 2-1, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit
begrudgingly ruled the group did not have the legal standing
to bring the case, known as Juliana v. United States. The
court said the issue was a matter for Congress and the
executive branch, not the courts.

The group of almost two dozen young people and the
advocacy group representing them in court, Our Children’s
Trust, filed the suit in an attempt to compel the government
to cut its support for fossil fuels and draw down greenhouse
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gas emissions. The group accused the federal government
of violating what they claimed to be their constitutional right to a healthy environment with its decades of
failure to halt global warming.

They also say they have a right to a safe atmosphere, and that they are being discriminated against as
young people who will bear outsize consequences of the climate emergency. They originally filed the
case in 2015, while the Obama administration was in power. 

Judges Andrew Hurwitz and Mary Murguia were in the majority. Judge Josephine Staton dissented. All
three were nominated by President Barack Obama.

In her stinging dissent, Staton said, "In these proceedings, the government accepts as fact that the
United States has reached a tipping point crying out for a concerted response—yet presses ahead
toward calamity. It is as if an asteroid were barreling toward Earth and the government decided to shut
down our only defenses. Seeking to quash this suit, the government bluntly insists that it has the absolute
and unreviewable power to destroy the Nation."

The group behind the lawsuit plans to ask the full 9th Circuit to review the three-judge panel's decision.

WECA Board elections just days away

WECA Board Districts 1 and 3 have vacancies as a result of the bylaw change adopted at the
Annual Meeting in November, which creates four districts. To be considered for a seat,
candidates must be nominated from the floor at Education and Lobby Days, which takes place
January 28-29 in Madison during the district election break.

Some candidates have already declared their intention to seek a seat on the board including:
Craig Buros, CEO/Manager of Vernon Electric Cooperative, seeking Manager-Director
position for District 1
Dan Hillberry, Richland Electric Cooperative Director, seeking a position for District 1
Joe Metro, Polk Burnett Board of Directors, seeking a seat on WECA Board for District

Candidates do not need to declare in advance of Education and Lobby days to be considered.

S�ll accep�ng Items for next week’s ACRE Auc�on

The annual Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA)
is still accepting auction items for ACRE (Action Committee for
Rural Electrification) auction which will be held in conjunction
with the event. 

There will be a silent auction which culminates at the beginning
of the live auction, which will be held the evening of Tuesday,
January 28. Proceeds benefit the electric co-op political action
committee, and will be used to support friends of electric
cooperatives in support in their campaigns for public office,
without reference to party affiliation. Wisconsin’s ACRE program
has contributed more than $262,000 to state legislative
campaigns since 2004.

Under Wisconsin campaign finance law, all donated items must be purchased with personal funds or
made by the donor. No co-op or corporate funds may be used in acquiring items to be donated.

Donated items can be dropped off at the WECA offices in Madison at any time prior to Education and
Lobby Days, or brought directly to the event. If you intend to bring an item for auction, please give us a
heads up so we can plan accordingly. Please be sure to record the value and contents of the gift. If you
have questions, please contact Tina Walden of the WECA staff at 608-467-4599 or to Tina@weca.coop.

Job Market
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Substation Apparatus Technician Electrician Foreperson—New Prague, Minn. service center.
Provides for the operation, installation, testing, checkout and maintenance of substation apparatus and
associated equipment on the Great River Energy (GRE) system. This position will direct the crew and
ensure all are working in a safe manner while following GRE safety rules, procedures, and guidelines and
keep supervisor informed of overall conditions and status of work activities.

Responsibilities:

Administers overall work group activities and directs and or assists in the maintenance and/or
installation of substation apparatus such as circuit breakers, transformers, voltage regulators,
reclosers, mobile substations, load tap changers, station batteries and chargers, capacitor banks,
circuit switchers, motor operators, and associated equipment.
Assigns and tracks work order(s) or job assignment(s) to the work group(s). Gives direction to one
or more technicians in the work group.
Performs routine inspection of substations, switching stations, and capacitor bank equipment.
Develops and updates maintenance procedures along with maintaining equipment records in area
of responsibility.
Performs all other related duties and special projects as assigned by the supervisor.

Qualifications:
Minimum education requirements include a two-year technical degree or diploma in electrical, computer,
or electronics related courses. Prefer a minimum of four years substation apparatus experience and
experience leading a crew.

Skilled at effective communication that includes good interpersonal skills as well as written and
verbal communication.
Ability to coach and foster teamwork. 
Skill and ability to use personal computers and related software including test equipment
software, asset management software, Windows-based programs and email.
Ability to coordinate work or tasks and delegate if needed to appropriate personnel.
Ability to be self-motivated and be able to work alone without direct supervision.
Must be able to reside within 30 mile living radius or 45 mile driving distance from the New
Prague, MN service center located at 906 6th Street NW.
Relocation assistance available.

Apply:
Qualified candidates will find we have a lot to offer: comprehensive benefits package, wellness programs,
continuing education, generous retirement plan, a team based collaborative culture and more! Qualified
candidates, please apply at www.greatriverenergy.com under the Careers tab by February 2, 2020.

GRE is an EEO/AA/Minority/Female/Disabled/Vets Employer.

Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association | 222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680, Madison, WI 
53703-2719
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